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Western Kentucky’s Swamp Leather-flower  

Robert Dunlap, KSNPC volunteer  

One of the plants I look for every spring in western Ken-
tucky is Clematis crispa, commonly known as Blue Jasmine 

or Swamp Leather-Flower. C. crispa is listed as 

“Threatened” by the Kentucky State Nature Preserves 
Commission and is only known from the four western 

counties along the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers – Ballard, 
Carlisle, Hickman and Fulton. It occurs in a few counties 

across the rivers in southern Illinois and western Missouri 
and becomes more common as you head into the southern 

states.  

As its name implies, this native clematis likes to grow in 
wetlands, floodplains and swamps. All of the sites where 

I’ve found this plant growing in Ballard and Carlisle coun-

ties are flooded for some portion of the year when the riv-
ers decide to overflow their banks. In addition to enjoying 

getting its feet wet, C. crispa prefers a bright location and 
is usually found competing for sunlight along with all the 

other vine species that like to grow in swampy conditions. 

The stems of this herbaceous vine grow to a length of 6-
10 feet and the plants die back to ground level each win-

ter. The flowers consist of four sepals (no petals) that curl backwards resulting in an urn-like appearance.  

Finding this plant in the field is a matter of being in the right place at the right time. Searching for the purple-blue flow-
ers before the neighboring vines have put out all of their foliage affords the best chance for success. Another option that 

requires good eyesight is to search for the distinctive seed pods, sometimes referred to as “Devil’s Darning Needles” in 
the fall.  

Two additional native clematis species that can be found in western Kentucky include C. pitcheri (Bluebill) and C. virgini-
ana (Virgin’s Bower). Differentiating C. crispa from C. pitcheri is 
best accomplished by examining the undersides of the leaves. C. 
pitcheri exhibits a prominent raised network of veins which are 
absent on C. crispa.    

A quick internet search turned up several native plant nurseries 

where Swamp Leather-
Flower can be pur-

chased. From the plant-

ing advice given on the-
se sites it apparently 

does well when grown 
in containers and I’m 

guessing it would make 
a nice addition to an 

outdoor pond or water 

garden.  

C. crispa photos in this article by Bob Dunlap. 
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Gree�ngs,  

I hope you all had a chance to get out and enjoy the beau�ful spring. The wildflowers were 

spectacular and the woodlands were lush. The cooler temperatures and spring showers felt 

great in contrast to the last few years of drought. We can only hope this will con�nue through 

the summer.  

 Wildflower Weekend at Natural Bridge was another great success, thanks to all who contrib-

uted in so many ways. Wildflower Weekend is an important program for the Society and is en-

joyed by so many of our members each year.  Park Naturalist Brian Gasdorf and Tyler Morgan 

deserve much credit for the success of this program.  We value our long standing rela�onship 

with Natural Bridge State Park and appreciate all their support over the last 27 years.  

We are looking forward to a joint mee�ng with the Tennessee Na�ve Plant Society in Septem-

ber at Lake Barkley.  It has been twenty years since the two organiza�ons last met together for 

a fall mee�ng.  Barkley is beau�ful in the fall and we will provide some great speakers and in-

teres�ng programs for everyone to enjoy.  More details and informa�on will be sent to you, 

and will also be on our website and Facebook page. I hope to see you all there. Be safe and 

enjoy the summer! 

           Alan 
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JOIN US FOR THE KNPS/TNPS JOINT FALL MEETING  

AT LAKE BARKLEY STATE PARK! 

For many years the KNPS fall mee�ngs 

have been held in central and eastern 

Kentucky, so it is about �me we all 

headed west to the Jackson Purchase!  

This fall we will have a joint mee�ng 

with the Tennessee Na�ve Plant     Soci-

ety at Lake Barkley State Park.  Field 

trips are s�ll being arranged, but it is 

likely we will visit areas in Land Between 

the Lakes Na�onal Recrea�on Area and 

some of Livingston County’s award-

winning natural areas like Newman’s 

Bluff!  Registra�on is being handled by 

our friends at TNPS, so for more infor-

ma�on on lodging please contact  

info@tnps.org; KNPS is working on the 

field trip details.    

For information on Lake Barkley State Park, go to: 

http://parks.ky.gov/parks/resortparks/lake-barkley 

 

For info on Livingston County Natural Areas, check out: 

http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/naturepreserves/Pages/ne

wmansbluff.aspx 

Newman’s Bluff in October 2011; photo by Zeb Weese 
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 From the KNPS Archives 

The KNPS has been producing Lady-slippers for 
two decades now, and we’ve had a lot of great ar-
ticles appear over the years.  We will be republish-
ing some of these articles over the coming issues, 
with a focus on taxonomy and life history of Ken-
tucky’s native plants.  Our first reprint is from the 

May 1994 issue, Volume 9 Number 2. Enjoy! 
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EXPLORE YOUR WEBSITE 

AT WWW.KNPS.ORG! 



Find the KNPS on Facebook! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/69397006016/ 
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www.kyconservation.org 

Many of the natural areas mentioned in this issue such as Newman’s Bluff and Griffith 
Woods were purchased with the assistance of the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation 
Fund!  Supporting these efforts is as simple as buying a  “Nature’s Finest” license plate for 

your car!  For more info go to http://heritageland.ky.gov! 
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New Book Alert!   

The KNPS is happy to announce the latest book by former KNPS president Dr. Ron Jones!  For more informa�on just go to 

www.kentuckypress.com 
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Want to help with plant conservation – maybe even improve your plant skills?  

For KNPS members interested in getting hands-on involvement with real plant conservation in Kentucky...   

 

…the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission needs YOU!   

Projects that we need help with: 

* Updating rare plant records at select locations (KSNPC supplies the locations).  Records are aging at an alarming 

rate and we are unable to keep these updated.   

* Cataloging plant pictures – while cataloging doesn’t sound fun, looking at plant images is!   

* Provide more native plant images to the Commission –we need high quality photos of native plants.   

* Improve our plant collection.  We are very close to having our plant collection in a database so we will know 
what we have – and what we don’t have.  We need help in reviewing the plant specimens and entering the              

information. 

* Retrieving records from Kentucky herbaria.  We have many of these records but new specimens are being        

collected all the time and this information is very important in assessing rare plants.   

Contact Tara Littlefield at KSNPC for more information at tara.littlefield@ky.gov. 

 

…the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund needs YOU, too!  

The KHLCF has purchased and protected 
80,000 acres in Kentucky since 1994—these 
include many of the parks and nature pre-
serves in your area!  Unfortunately, most of 
these sites are in desperate need of stew-
ardship assistance. As budgets get tight and 
agency staffs are dwindling, invasive plants 
are increasingly crowding out our native spe-
cies at many of these conservation areas.  If 
your county is colored in on this map, that 
means there is land close by that needs your 
help!  From hand-pulling garlic mustard to 
using a chainsaw and herbicide, there is plen-
ty of work to be done on all these sites to 
suit your interest and abilities.  Scout groups, 
church groups, garden clubs—many hands make light work!  Contact Zeb Weese at zeb.weese@ky.gov for more 

information on how you can help! 

 

…and so does The Arboretum in Lexington!  

A unique opportunity for KNPS members to help with a living na�ve plant museum in the heart of the Bluegrass -- The 

Arboretum’s ‘Walk Across Kentucky’.  The Walk Across Kentucky at The Arboretum in Lexington was designed to show-

case the diverse physiographic regions of Kentucky.  The plant collec�ons offer educa�on and research opportuni�es 

for visitors, and also serve as an ex-situ conserva�on site (a true living museum).  Now, almost 25 years a<er the first 

wild collected trees were planted, The Walk Across Kentucky is expanding development of specific Kentucky na�ve 

plant communi�es.  By featuring regionally appropriate plant material, stone, and interpre�ve signage, we hope our 

new plant-community exhibits will enhance visitor experience by highligh�ng Kentucky’s natural diversity in a central 

loca�on.  We would be pleased to work with any KNPS members who would be willing to donate seed, plants, or 

stones of Kentucky provenance.  Some of our most unique and interes�ng plants have come from enthusias�c friends 

who share part of their own landscape with The Arboretum and its visitors.  Please contact Todd Rounsaville at 

todd.rousaville@uky.edu for more informa�on.   
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KNPS Native Plant Stewardship Certification 

Program Objectives 

The KNPS Native Plant Stewardship Program was established to provide participants 

with the following: 

• Background knowledge about Kentucky’s native plant resources 

• Knowledge about threats to native plant resources 

• Experience managing for and restoring native plant resources 

Program Overview 

The full certification program consists of six one-day sessions, and is designed to be 
completed by one set of participants from start to finish. Three of these sessions are 

classroom-type courses, and three are field courses. These will be spread out over a 
six month period, with one course each month. Each full program offering will be 

based out of one area of the state, but the location will vary over time to allow for 
participation in different parts of the state. 

Basic Program Information 

Each session is limited to 15 participants, with on-line registration being open until it 
is filled (first come first served, on-line payment by credit card required). For this 

reason, we ask that you check your calendar before registering, and if you 
know you will be unable to attend more than one course please do not reg-

ister and wait until another session is offered. Certification is issued when 
all six classes have been attended. Make-ups can be completed in future 

sessions. 

Cost: $90 ($45 student) 
This cost includes registration to all six courses, class materials, and a one-year 
membership or renewal to the Kentucky Native Plant Society. 

Questions? certification@knps.org 

For more info on our current schedule go to: 
http://www.knps.org/stewardshipcert.html 
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